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government in the United States, was misled into stating (p. 112) that 
the governor's item veto originated in the New Jersey constitution of 
1844, whereas this device was first adopted in that state by an amend- 
ment of 1875, as indicated by Kettleborough on page 930 of his com- 
pilation. The important amendment to the Colorado constitution pro- 
viding for the advisory judicial opinion, adopted in 1886, which is care- 
lessly omitted by Thorpe, is printed by Kettleborough on page 204. 

It is hardly to be expected that a work of such magnitude as this pub- 
lication involves could be entirely free from errors. The text of the 
fifteenth amendment to the constitution of the United States, which is 
apparently so elusive in character that it is omitted entirely by Thorpe, 
is printed by Kettleborough on page 10, but with two errors. As printed 
by the latter, the first few words of the amendment read: "The rights 
of the citizens," whereas the correct- version is: "The right of citizens." 
In his list of authorities, Kettleborough cites as the authority for his text 
of the constitution of Illinois the edition issued in 1914 by Secretary of 
State Woods, with annotations by C. W. Tooke. This edition, however, 
as well as that printed in the Illinois blue book for 1915-1916, contains 
certain errors, some of which Kettleborough has corrected, while others 
he has incorporated in his compilation. Thus, he has corrected the 
obviously erroneous use of the word "effect" instead of "affect" in 
article vi, section 13, line 13 of Woods' edition; but the omission of 
the word "the" before the word "laws" in article v, section 14, line 3 
and the word "of" before the word "all" in article v, section 21, line 1 
in the Woods' edition are errors which Kettleborough incorporates in 
his compilation. In such a work as this, however, it is hardly to be 
expected that errors which are not obvious and which are contained in 
editions issued under official sanction should be corrected. On the 
whole, Kettleborough 's collection of constitutions will be of great use- 
fulness to all students of those documents. 

J. M. Mathews 

History of labour in the United States. By John B. Commons and asso- 
ciates. In two volumes. (New York: Macmillan company, 1918. 
623 ; 620 p. $6.50 per set) 
The History of labour — the English spelling being followed through- 
out the book in spite of its American subject and authorship — is the 
fourth in the series of Contributions to American economic history, the 
earlier volumes of which dealt respectively with commerce, manufac- 
tures, and transportation. In these volumes emphasis was laid upon 
physical environment as a determining factor in development, but 
the present study, as Mr. Farnam points out, is concerned more with 



478 Reviews of Boohs **• v - H - E - 

the power of ideas. Probably no more fertile field of study for this 
subject could be found than the United States, for here ideas have found 
free expression. Experiments have been tried in social and industrial 
organization, and legislation has attempted to cure many economic evils. 
It is the history of these broader movements that is told in these two 
volumes rather than the history of labor organizations or of labor pro- 
cesses in the work of production. The work is therefore of great value 
and interest to the historian as well as to the economist. 

In a truer sense than any of the preceding volumes the History of 
labour is a cooperative undertaking. It is based upon an unusually 
large number of preliminary studies by various writers many of which 
have been published. In addition to this a large mass of original mate- 
rial was collected. How extensive this was may be judged from the fact 
that part of it has been published in the eleven volumes of the Docu- 
mentary history of American industrial society. The seven authors 
named divided the field, each being responsible for a definite period. 
The results are throughout those of Mr. Commons, although on the sur- 
face he contributed only the preface and the introduction. Hardly a 
page in the book but bears the impress of his thought and often of his 
language, for his collaborators attended his lectures and seminars where 
the materials were assembled and interpreted. In spite of the mono- 
graphic method, therefore, the work has been given a unity which is 
unusual in a detailed and encyclopedic work of this character. 

Mr. Saposs has described colonial and federal beginnings to 1827, cov- 
ering such topics as the origin of trade unions, the development of bar- 
gaining classes, the evolution of the merchant-capitalist, and the con- 
spiracy cases. To Miss Sumner was assigned a shorter period, from 
1827 to 1833, but one full of movement, for it covers the rise and growth 
of workingmen's parties in Philadelphia, New York, and other cities; 
their final failure, with an appraisement of the net results achieved. 
The turn to trade unions and their activities and disintegration from 
1833 to 1839 is described by Mr. Mittelman. Under the head of 
"Humanitarianism" Mr. Hoagland carries forward the narrative from 
1840 to 1860. This is perhaps the most interesting period in the history 
of labor, for it is filled with experiments in association and cooperation, 
in agrarianism, and numerous other "isms." Trade unionism was 
swamped in an ambitious attempt to reform industrial society com- 
pletely. 

The second volume begins with 1860. Under the heading "Nationali- 
zation" Mr. Andrews describes the leading movements in the period 
1860-1877, especially the rise of national trade unions in the abortive 
effort at a national labor union. Mr. Perlman concludes the volume 
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with an account of upheaval and reorganization since 1876, this portion 
covering over one-quarter of the total. He traces the revolutionary be- 
ginnings of the International and similar organizations and their evolu- 
tion from socialism to anarchism and syndicalism ; political experiments 
with greenbackism and labor parties; the Knights of labor and the 
American federation of labor; the economic and political upheavals be- 
tween 1884 and 1887 with the resulting reorganization both of political 
parties and of labor groups. The volume concludes with a useful critical 
bibliography. 

This brief summary, inadequate as it is, will serve to convey some idea 
of the scope and content of the valuable study for which Mr. Commons is 
to be thanked. It is fairly encyclopedic in scope and will serve as a 
book of reference ; but its literary excellence and the interest of the sub- 
ject matter will prevent it from being merely a book of reference. It is 
conceived on broad lines and has been written without bias or prejudice, 
in a thoroughly scientific spirit. The highest praise must be accorded it. 

E. L. Bogart 

Workmen's compensation and insurance. By Durand Halsey Van 
Doren, LL.D. [Williams college, David A. Wells prize essays, num- 
ber 5] (New York: Moffat Yard and company, 1918. 332 p. 
$2.00 net) 
This is a "brief critical presentation of the subject, as distinguished 
from an exhaustive and non committal treatise, ' ' and is a valuable book 
for the general reader and the college or university student. It sum- 
marizes the historical development of workmen's compensation legisla- 
tion, both in foreign countries and in the United States, makes critical 
comparisons between the different types of laws in vogue in this country, 
and then presents the author's idea of the requisites of an ideal com- 
pensation law. 

The chapter on constitutionality is particularly good, but the data in 
the chapter on "The attitude of labor" is too fragmentary strongly to 
impress the reader. It is likewise unfortunate that the author gave 
detailed discussion to only the New Jersey law. The reasons which 
caused him to select one of the weakest of the American laws for analysis 
rather than to present also the essential features of some of the better 
laws are hardly satisfactory to the reader. The state insurance type of 
laws which are in such strong favor with the laboring classes and which 
the author himself advocates, deserve as detailed treatment as the private 
insurance type found in New Jersey. This would have given oppor- 
tunity for a more adequate analysis of the commission plan of admin- 
istration as contrasted with the court system. 

D. D. Lescohier 



